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sales by the state and commercial outlets of 6.6 million gallons of wine in
fiscal 1970, an increase of 2.3 million gallons, or 52.36 percent, over the
previous year.

‘Wine Outsells Spirituous Liquor

Fiscal 1970 was the first year since fiscal 1043 that the volume of wine
sold in Washington exceeded the volume of spirituous liguor, 6.6 million
to 5.9 milliocn gallons.

The overall increase in wine sales was atiributed to the 1969 law, which
made wine more readily available in thousands of retail outlets, and to the
general decline in the economy which prompted some consumers to purchase
less expensive wines in lieu of higher priced spirituous liguors.

Sales of spirituous liquors were up 3.64 percent to a total of 5.9 million
gallons in fiscal 1970, as compared to an increase of 6.57 percent in fiscal
1969 over fiscal 1968.

Sales of beer and other malt beverages were up 5.52 percent, excluding
military sales, to 64.7 million gallons in fiscal 1970.

Per Capita Consumption Up

Washington residents bought 77.2 million gallons of all types of alccholic
beverages from state liguor stores and agencies and licensed commercial
outleis during the year ended June 30, 1970, an increase of 5.9 million gallons
over the previous 12 month period, excluding sales of beer and wine on
military establishments.

Based on a population of 3,373,366 persons, the total sales amounted to a
per capita consumption of all alcoholic beverages of 22.89 gallons in fiscal
1970, as compared to 21.21 gallons in 1969, when the population was estimated
at 3,365,000 persons, a 7.92 percent increase in per capita consumption,
excluding sales of beer and wine on military establishments. ’

New Rules

Numerous. rules were adopted by the board during fiscal 1970, as reported
in the section prepared by the legal division.

Generally, the changes brought liquor board rules into conformity with
laws enacted by the 1969 Legislature authorizing sale of wine through licensed
distributors; permitting people te drink while standing; letting women sit at
bars in cocktail lounges; eliminating a requirement that the interior of taverns
be visible from the street; authorizing minors to sell beer or wine for
off-premises consumption under certain, conditions, and letting minors be
employed as professional musicians at licensed premises under certain con-
ditions.

Stores Improved, Security Program Established

The board continued to improve the state liquor stores, adding eight self-
service outlets by conversion of existing stores or agencies and by the opening
of one new outlet. This gave the state 83 self-service outlets out of a total
of 109 retail stores. In addition, there were 164 state liquor agencies in smaller
communities throughout the state.

A security unit was established within the Stores and Agencies Division,
and, in a separate action, the board adopted a security policy covering all
of its employees, as outlined in the section of the report covering the per-
sonnel division.
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